
Winscombe Hill
to Cross

A Circular Walk of 4.1 miles (6.5km)

Starting point: King’s Wood car park (OS Grid Ref ST42185607) off 
Winscombe Hill, 150 yards (164m) west of the junction
with the A38 (Bridgwater Road).  Public transport - 
First Bus services 126 and 826 (Weston-super-Mare, 
Winscombe, Cheddar and Wells), frequent on 
weekdays, less so on Sundays.
Bus enquiries, telephone 01934 429336.

Terrain: Fairly flat to Winscombe Church, then steeply up
to Hill Farm followed by a steep descent to
Bourton Farm.  Short, steep climb up from Cross, 
then level to Start.

Waymarking: Look for the special black, white and
red waymark plaques wherever there
are stiles, gates or changes of direction.

OS. Map: Explorer 141: Cheddar Gorge & Mendip Hills West.

Other information:  Parts of the walk are exposed, at high altitude and
can be very muddy after rain and during the winter months. Suitable
footwear and clothing is essential.  Cattle and sheep will be grazing.  Stay
on the path, keep dogs on a lead and use stiles and gates.  Please ensure
that gates are closed after you.  Refreshments during opening hours at
the ‘White Hart’ and ‘New Inn’ at Cross.

Things to look for:  Views: To the north - extensive views across Winscombe
Vale to the Bristol Channel and Dolebury Hill Fort.  To the south -  across
the Somerset Levels, to Glastonbury Tor, the Quantock Hills, Brent Knoll,
Brean Down and Steep Holm.  St. James Church, Winscombe: A magnificent
example of a Church and tower in the perpendicular style, dating from the
late 14th century and containing medieval glass said to be the finest in
a parish Church in Somerset. The Churchyard Yew tree is said to be more
than 500 years old.  East Well: Source of the Winscombe Brook and one
of the original sources of drinking water for Winscombe, with a daily flow
of about 300,000 gallons.  ‘The Yews’  at Cross: Topiary comprising 6 Yews
with mushroom shaped tops and one representing a Peacock, the trees
having been planted towards the end of the 19th century.

The Mendip Hills AONB Service is based at Charterhouse Centre
Tel: 01761 462338

web:  www.mendiphillsaonb.org.uk

A bracing walk over a particularly attractive part of the
Mendip ridge, with extensive views to both the north and

south and with many features of local interest.



START.  Cross road, bear left through
gate at start of sunken lane and 
follow right hand field boundary

Cheddar Valley Railway Walk.    
A pathway on trackbed linking 
Axbridge, Winscombe and Sandford.

 Passes through Winscombe tunnel 
close to Start point.

East Well.  Source of
Winscombe Brook

St. James Church

Cross Plain (National Trust)

Bourton Coombe

Cross Quarry.  Disused limestone 
quarry with lime kiln and exposed 
strata

The Yews

White Hart

New Inn

Kings Wood ancient woodland
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