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Combe Hay to Dunkerton
START Walk through the village on the road, passing the Wheatsheaf Inn on your right to reach a road
junction. Turn left, up a short hill and continue to follow the road round to the right until you reach a
fingerpost and bridleway gate on your left, near the end of the village.
Go through the gate and through a small copse, down some steps and bear right at a fork to reach a
kissing gate. Walk diagonally across the field to the Cam Brook. Follow the brook upstream, to reach a
kissing gate onto the road.
1. Turn left onto the road and immediately right through a further kissing gate into a field. Continue to follow
the brook upstream, crossing two sleeper bridges to reach the road (A367) via a flight of stone steps. Turn
left.
2. Cross this busy road with care and turn right, on the other side of the bridge, down another flight of stone
steps to again reach the brook. Keeping the stream on your right make for Dunkerton church.
Cross a small stream adjacent to the garden fence before passing through a kissing gate, through a field
and over a stile into field just before the church. Cross this field with the church on your left and exit through
a kissing gate onto a lane by a bridge. Cross the lane.

Dunkerton to Clutton

Step over a stone stile and keep on for about 1.5km keeping the brook to your right. Pass through 4 gates
and ignore the bridge on your right. Shortly after the 4th gate, the path diverts up and around a small area of
scrub. Follow the path around this area of scrub and immediately back down to the brook. Walk upstream
keeping the brook on your right to reach a kissing gate and stepping stones over a small stream. Continue
across field, crossing a small bridge and at the end of the next field and pass through a kissing gate by a
cottage on the left. Follow the short path to a road and turn left.
3. Walk along the road for about 120m and turn right onto bridleway track. Cross the brook on a wide,
concrete bridge. Easy going along a fenced track and through wooden gate onto road. Turn right.
Follow the road around a bend to the left and opposite house, go through a metal gate on your left into a
field. Straight on through field and in 100 m, before a barn on the left, look for hidden kissing gate up the
bank on your right. Passing through the gate, turn left and follow a disused railway track. At the end of the
track, don’t walk up towards the house, but keep straight on through a kissing gate in the corner of the field.
Turn right and follow a wide track through another kissing gate and onto a road. Turn right.
Follow this road around a bend to left and then before the house at end of the drive, cross a stile on the
right into a field. Follow the fence line and at the end of the long field, pass through ametal farm gate. Turn
left and then immediately right through a metal kissing gate and follow the fence line to end of the field.
Pass through a farm gate and wooden bridle gate adjacent to a house. Exit the garden through the
driveway gate and walk down a long, straight section of road. The road leads into a small housing estate at
Camerton.
4. Turn right (The Heritage), and then left along the pavement. Cross the road into ‘Canal View’ and then
immediately left into a long narrow track between a fence and back gardens (old towpath). Pass through a
small wicket gate into a garden behind a house and then immediately through a further wicket gate. Follow
the waymarking around the back of the garden and down to the tarmac drive. Turn right and walk along to
reach a T-junction in Radford.
At the T-junction, turn right and follow the road up uphill for 90m and then left along a road, signposted to
Timsbury. By an electricity pole a few yards down this road, go left through a kissing gate and along a
section of disused railway line to reach a track via kissing gate. Go left along track and follow it round to a
bridle gate on the right then through a gate onto the former towpath of canal (Jenny’s Path). Pass through
two wooden gates to reach a small open field crossed by a track. On the same line cross this track to reach
the old canal, follow the towpath on the left-hand side, eventually reaching a metal kissing gate on the left.
Leave the towpath through this gate and pass to the left of a restored canal bridge and through a metal
gate. Follow the path on the embankment keeping the water on your right, to reach a tall waymark post.
NB. The path mapped on OS maps runs along the other side of the water and joins again at this waymark
post.
5. Turn left at the post, through a gate, across a bridge to reach the tarmac track by the sewage works.
Turn right along this track to reach a road and right again to Goosard Bridge.
Immediately over the bridge turn left through a gate and down steps. Turn right over a stile at the bottom
and before reaching an old railway track (which is now a permissive path and a better, alternative route).
The main route crosses the fields parallel with the railway track. Keeping the railway track on your left,
cross through a series of fields separated by gates until you eventually reach a wooden kissing gate that
leads onto the railway line. The alternative, permissive route joins here. Cross the track, through a kissing
gate and bear right over a field and up a lane to road at Hallatrow. For shop and pub, turn left.
6. To continue on the route, cross the road into a narrow path between houses that opens to a field through
another kissing gate. Cross the next field diagonally right to a kissing gate to an old railway track, which
the path crosses diagonally. Continue over the bridge, ignoring a kissing gate and bridge on your left. Bear
right into woods, where the track forks, and follow the woodland edge path to reach a bridge. Cross the
bridge over a stream, climb up a short slope and through a kissing gate. At the top of the slope, turn left
before the stream, through a metal kissing gate and follow the path, keeping the stream to the right. Pass
through two kissing gates below Cloud Hill Farm. After the second kissing gate maintain the same direction
across 3 fields to emerge onto and cross a disused railway line into a field. Head towards Clutton church to
emerge onto a road through a metal kissing gate. Turn right.

Clutton to Compton Martin
Just before Clutton church take a kissing gate on the left, cross a small bridge and keep straight on to
reach a kissing gate. Turn diagonally right after this gate, ignore the path straight ahead uphill, follow the
path keeping stream to your right to reach road (A37).
7. Turn right and cross the road into a narrow, gravelled track, through a kissing gate and across a field to
reach a waymark post by track. Follow the track to a further waymark post and warehousing on right. Go
along a tarmac track and in front of another warehouse then take the waymarked grassy track. Pass
through a metal gate on the right followed by a further small metal gate straight ahead. Bear very slightly
left across the middle of a field to reach a slightly hidden metal kissing gate, about 50m left of the obvious
gap in the hedge line. From this gate, walk around the left field edge and then head for metal gates straight
ahead. Contour across the next field to reach a further pair of metal kissing gates, beyond which turn right,
uphill to a waymark post. Turn left at this post and keeping the top fence line on your right, reach a further
pair of gates, at the far end of the field. Head diagonally down across the field to reach an unsurfaced track
through a wooden gate and then down steps. Turn left down this track (Nanny Hurn’s Lane), which
becomes tarmacked, to reach a road. Turn left.
Walk along the road for 200m and turn right through a metal kissing gate and cross diagonally up the slope
to a fence line. Bear left through a kissing gate. Walk uphill keeping the fence line to your left and then bear
right as the gradient eases to a metal gate in the field corner. Cross the next 4 fields, passing through a
wooden gate, a kissing gate, a gate and then another kissing gate, onto a road. Turn right.
8. Follow the road into Hinton Blewett, keeping right at the fork and then left to pass immediately in front of
the ‘Ring o’Bells’ Inn. Follow the road round two bends, passing in front of the church, and turn right at a T
junction. Round a further bend to the left to West End, turn right at a T junction. On the next bend is
Prospect Stile Viewpoint. Go through the gate, bear left down to an electricity pole. Take the steep zig-zag
path down through scrub below this pole, to reach a metal kissing gate into a field. Walk downhill keeping
the hedge on your right and pass through two further gates to reach a road. Turn right.
9. Walk past a house and through a kissing gate on the left and afurther kissing gate straight ahead. At the
next gate (with sleeper bridge) in the hedge on the left, turn right and head towards a road passing through
two more gates and another sleeper bridge. Exit onto the road through a gate or over a stone stile.
Turn right along the road, passing two bends to reach a signed kissing gate on right. Walk round a large
field keeping near the right hand hedge and curving round to reach a metal kissing gate and stone bridge.
A further gate and small bridge leads into a green lane that is followed to join the A368 in West Harptree,
this becomes Whistley Lane. Go straight ahead, westwards, on reaching the A368. Alternative: From the
stone bridge, if impassable, use the footpath on the same line as previous path across the fields to B3114
and turn right into West Harptree.
From the centre of West Harptree, take ‘Ridge Lane’ on the left adjacent to the ‘Spar’ shop. Opposite the
last house in the village, go through kissing gate on the right.
10. Cross a field to a kissing gate through the field boundary on the left then diagonally right towards
buildings. Go through a kissing gate, over a stone bridge and further gate. Keep to the bottom edge of the
field, through a gate. Head diagonally over a field to a gate, left of a bungalow, to a concreted road. Take
the right hand of two lanes on your left (Cowleaze Lane), which becomes a green lane, this comes out on
Harptree Hill.
Emerging from Cowleaze Lane, head left uphill and immediately right by a gate on a track into a field. Bear
right to the hedge opposite and follow the hedge to a wooden kissing gate hidden in the field corner.
Descend the bank, through a kissing gate on your left – ignore the kissing gate straight ahead, and then
down the steps onto a road. Turn right.

Compton Martin to Shipham
To visit Compton Martin (church and pub) keep on down to the main road. Otherwise pass Valley View
House then turn left off road through a signposted wooden gate, walking across the bottom of a garden.
Exit the garden through a wicket gate, pass behind the garage onto a road. Follow the road bearing right to
a T junction and turn left.
Walk steeply up the road and shortly before a cattle grid, turn obliquely right through a farm gate. Contour
around the hill, passing to the right of the gate and keeping the garden to your right, continue in the same
direction through a kissing gate. Then exit onto a road through another kissing gate.
11. Crossing the road take the path to the left of the house drive. Pass an old quarry and climb up through
woods, stile part way up. Emerge from the wood through a high gate into a field then follow the path
around to the left. Pass a barn to the right and immediately beyond, turn right over a stile and bear
diagonally left to join a track. Pass through a large estate gate in front of Hazel Manor and then straight
after the next high gate across the track, turn right across stile. After about 0.9km, the lane turns sharp
right at a stile and gate, then sharp left (see round barrows in field on right), past Ubley Hill Farmhouse to a
T-junction with Ubley Drove. Go through a gate opposite into a field and on by theright hand hedge.
Kissing gate into Leaze Lane which in about 1km bends right. At Leaze Farm turn left on the tarmac drive
to the road (called ‘Two Trees’).
12. Turn right down the hill. At a four-way junction, 0.6km down the hill, take the second left up the small
lane, Luvers Lane. At the end of a wood on your right go through a metal gate. Now follow the hedge on
your left via three fields and gates and emerge onto Burrington Ham common land. Here, turn sharp left
and down a path through bushes to the car park at top of Burrington Combe.
13. Turn left on the road and right on the first track by Ellick House. Go through a wooden gate at end of
this track to reach open ground (Black Down) and keep diagonally right at a waymark post and continue to
follow the path along the edge of the common. Keep on the main path, descend to and cross East Twin
Brook and, keeping straight on, eventually crossing West Twin Brook. Ignoring side tracks, continue
ahead until you meet a wide ride. Cross over and take the left of the two tracks ahead and across marshy
ground and on to join main track at edge of wood.
14. Pass through a wooden gate with bollards and descend gently on a woodland track to cross roads.
Turn right, and then after 70m, left over a stile onto Dolebury Warren.
15. Use the wide grassy path straight ahead, through a gate to reach the nearest corner of a woodland,
take the right fork and then turn left through the wood and then take the path up and over the hill, to re-join
a track by a pair of waymark posts. Follow the crest of a hill, through a gate and keep on until you reach a
waymark post and the east gate of the hillfort. Walk across the stony mound in front of you and descend
over rough ground, aiming for the green path in the distance. When you reach it, turn right onto it and go
out through west gate of the fort and bear left down a stony track through woods. Leave the Warren by a
gate, down the track to a T-junction by Walnut House. Turn left.
16. Follow track for 150m and turn left at the junction to reach a small parking area. Go through a gate and
follow the main track for 0.8km, where the track forks take the right fork into ‘Back Lane’. Go up this lane
and through a metal gate at the top. Ignore the path to the right and follow the track past a pink house and
through a wooden gate where a lane comes in from the right. Ignore this lane.
17. After 90m take the right hand fork uphill, an access track, after a further 80m turn sharp right onto a
steep path off the track, this becomes Hill Lane. Keep on until you reach Rowberrow Lane, where you turn
left. Continue on the lane, which becomes Hollow Road and takes you to the centre of Shipham.

Route checked and published 2018
Notes:
1. The numbers refer to locations on the map
2. Background information on Somerset Coal canal can be found at http://www.coalcanal.org

