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This year can be characterised by a
period of change for the Mendip Hills
AONB Unit, despite the staff changes
they continued to engage with a wide
variety of people to protect and enhance
the Mendip Hills.
Jim Hardcastle started in late May as the
new AONB Unit Manager, Sarah Jackson
having left January 2016. Jim previously
worked with the Unit as the Development
Officer between 2001 and 2008 and
we’re all very pleased to welcome him
back. His passion for the area is clear to
see and his experience of marketing and
communication is already having positive
results. Sarah Jackson, manager of the
AONB Unit between 1995 and 2016 was
awarded the National Association For
AONBs Landscapes for Life Award in
recognition of her outstanding service to
protected landscapes at the national
conference in July.
Paul Bryan, the Planning Liaison Officer
left in July and we welcomed his

replacement in February 2017. Cindy
Carter is now the Landscape Planning
Officer working 2.5 days a week, with a
subtle change in job title to reflect the
focus on landscape issues, having been
a senior planner for many years here
experience is very welcome for this
demanding role.
Nic Penn, Volunteer Coordinator, moved
on in December and was replaced by
Sammy Fraser in March. Sammy works
two days a week with the Mendip Hills
AONB Unit, two days with the Quantock
Hills AONB team and one day with the
Blackdown Hills AONB team.
Stuart Bardsley completed the excellent
Discovering Black Down Lottery Funded
project in September. The Unit kept him
for a further three months to work
specifically on the Mendip Way project.
We wish Stuart well in his new role with
Natural England.
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Core funding continues to be a concern.
While we are very grateful for the
financial commitment from Defra the local
authorities continue to struggle.
Somerset County Council reduced their
amount by 5% from the previous year
while Bath & North East Somerset
Council were forced to reduce their
contribution by £2000 to £8500, although
the £2000 was held in reserve by the
council should the AONB Unit need it.

The new AONB Unit continues to build on
the successful work of previous years
while incorporating new ideas and ways
of working. The volunteers continue to
shine as ambassadors for the area, the
Partnership and the community of the
Mendip Hills.
Regards
Cllr Dawn Hill, Somerset County Council

Special team
The AONB Unit at the
end of 2016-17 L to
R:
Norma Newby
Communication &
Support Officer,
Andy Mallender
Project Development
Officer,
Cindy Carter
Landscape Planning
Officer,
Kristen Lambert
Nature & Wellbeing
Officer,
Sammy Fraser
Volunteer Coordinator,
Jim Hardcastle AONB
Unit Manager

Volunteer Hours April 2016 – March 2017
Volunteer Rangers

1,309 hours

Practical Tasks

976 hours

Young Ranger Volunteers

103 hours

Other Groups

118 hours

TOTAL

2,506

Mendip Hills AONB Volunteers make a significant
contribution to the work of the AONB Unit. To
recognise their outstanding effort we now have a
Volunteer of the Year Award which was given to
Jean Bullen and Royette Chapman.
AONB Practical Task Volunteers meet fortnightly
and brave all weathers to contribute to the
practical conservation of the Mendip Hills. The
group works with a number of partners; Mendip
Rocks! Mendip Society, Avon Wildlife Trust,
Forestry Commission, Natural England and the
National Trust amongst others. The 23 tasks
undertaken in 2015/16 have included building
board walks, footpath clearance, dry-stone
walling, restoring bird hides and lots of scrub
clearance.

Volunteers of the Year
Nic Penn Volunteer Coordinator
(XXXX-2016), Jean Bullen, Rosette
Chapman & Cllr Dawn Hill AONB
Partnership Chair

Young Ranger assistants help with the planning
and leading of the Young Ranger scheme.
Volunteer Rangers are split into 3 roles:
Volunteer Rangers undertake regular site visits to
Black Down, Burrington Ham, Deer Leap and
Blackmoor to provide information for visitors, keep
the sites free from litter and report any issues back
to the AONB Unit.
Events and Publicity Volunteers assist the AONB
Unit at events and deliver leaflets to local tourism
outlets.
Walk Leader Volunteers have undertaken initial
training to gain the Lowland Leader Qualification.
When they are qualified the AONB Unit will be
able to offer public walks.
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OUR WORK
VOLUNTEERS

The sixth intake of Young Rangers began the
second year of their programme in September
2016. Activities this year have been varied and
aimed at giving the young people a broad view of
how the Mendip Hills are managed:
• A day learning the art of drystone walling with
the Avon Wildlife Trust.
• Team skills with raft building and assault course.
• Landscape Detectives discovering the history of
the Mendip Hills by exploring the stories of
people who have lived (Roman soldiers to
nineteenth century miners).
• Badger watching.
• Archery.
• A visit to a working quarry with the Somerset
Earth Science Centre.
• A day at the Chew Valley Bird Ringing Station.
These activities will all go towards the group
achieving their John Muir Award.
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The legacy of Discovering Black
Down will be to ensure local
community and user group volunteers
continue to play an active role in the
care and conservation of this area’s
heritage.
This 3 year project (2013-2016) funded
by Heritage Lottery Fund was completed
in September 2016. The project worked
to raise awareness of the wildlife and
archaeological value of the Black Down
and Burrington Commons through
activities, events and training.
Between April and September 2016:
107 people attended a programme of
seven events including orienteering, a
botany survey day, a Starfish World War
II history walk, Summer Safari,
Tremendous Trees, Animal Antics and an
event to celebrate the completion of the
project.
“Wise Ways for a Wild Place” a
sustainable access guide was written,
designed and printed. This gives
information on the project and its aims
and how to use the site in a fun and safe
way whilst maintaining the integrity of the
habitats and archaeology of the site.

A phone app was developed to enable
important information that was
researched and uncovered by the project
to be continued to be accessed by
everyone once the project is complete.
The app contains three GPS delivered
walking routes and one mountain bike
route. There are sections on the history
and geology of the commons showing all
the details of the history of the site that
have been discovered by the project,
there is also a Nature explorer section
which allows children to discover what
wildlife can be found on the commons
throughout the year.
Nine teachers from local primary schools
took part in a Burrington Nature Journal
training day focusing on how to deliver
the games and activities in the book. The
session also included a familiarisation
walk of the site to show the teachers
where the best places were to use
particular elements of the log book.

Nine new information boards, designed in
the same style as the sustainable access
leaflet, were installed at key entry points
to Black Down and Burrington Ham. They
give information to visitors on access and
the importance of the sites natural and
historical heritage.

Download the app
Interactive maps, oral history,
the nature log book and more
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Discovering Black Down
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Informed decisions
Clockwise from top left
Enjoying animal antics on
the Ham.
Helpful information
boards.
The Wise Ways booklet
helps a wide range of
visitors use the Burrington
Commons that will keep it
special.
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NATURE & WELLBEING PROJECT
Somerset’s Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty
The Nature and Wellbeing project was set up to
tackle some of the barriers that prevent particular
groups experiencing the health and wellbeing
benefits that Somerset’s Areas of Outstanding
Nature Beauty offer. It aims to help people to
access these quality natural spaces, with a
particular focus on supporting mental wellbeing
and physical activity, working with groups and
individuals who may benefit from such
engagement. Project activities focus both on
linking people to existing provision and setting up
new activities and events.

Year 1 in figures
• 721 participants attended nature based activities
organised by the project.
• Developed 66 new nature and wellbeing groups
and activities
• Presented to 763 professionals at 31
engagement events.
• Facilitated 48 new nature based volunteering
opportunities.

This is a two and a half year project, managed by • Supported 44 members of staff/volunteers to
attend relevant health and wellbeing and nature
the Blackdown, Quantock and Mendip Hills Areas
based training.
of Outstanding Beauty and funded by Public
Health at Somerset County Council. Year one has
involved a great deal of partnership development
including getting to know colleagues within the 3
Areas of Outstanding Beauty; building
relationships with external delivery partners on the
hills who may be able to host projects, visits and
trips and finally engaging with health and
wellbeing partners in the key towns and villages.
Mendip Partners have included: Natural England,
Forestry Commission, The Community Farm,
West Country Man, Charterhouse Centre, Yeo
Valley, Somerset Wildlife Trust, Somerset’s Clinical
Commissioning Groups – West Somerset, Mendip,
Taunton and South Somerset, In Charley’s
Memory, Rethink, Stoberry Park Primary School,
Cheddar Patients Group and Future 4.

Kristen Lambert, Somerset AONBs
Nature & Wellbeing Officer
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Other projects
The Mendip Way
The AONB Unit is working with the
Rotary Club, Mendip Society and Mendip
Ramblers in coordinating a project to
raise the profile of the Mendip Way
through route improvements, improved
information, signage and promotion.
Work completed:
Changes and improvements to the route
were agreed. The route now follows the
permissive paths on the north side of
Cheddar Gorge and passes through
Cheddar in order to enable walkers to
make use of accommodation and
facilities in the village.
The route passes alongside Draycott
Sleights to avoid the current detour
through Draycott Village.

Way-marked
48m of this
important trail has
new way-marking

The whole route has been waymarked
with new signs.
A comprehensive route survey has been
carried out to identify additional signage
and access furniture requirements.
Full route guide with description and
directions in 2 versions (eastwards and
westwards) have been written.
GPX data has been gathered for use in
downloadable route guides.
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AONB LEARNING ZONE
learning.mendiphillsaonb.org.uk
The Learning Zone site went live in
December. The site is designed for
schools, students, outdoor learning
providers and visitors to inspire and
support the discovery and exploration of
this special place. It includes a range of
learning resources including factsheets,
activities and ID guides, from the AONB
Unit and partner organisations, under the
following themes:

There is a useful tool to search for
resources by theme, curriculum subject
and key stage as well as an interactive
map. The Learning Zone is the place to
find resources to help with a school or
college project, find fun activities in the
outdoors for young children or to find a
walk taking in some of the fascinating
sites of the Mendip Hills.

• Landscape
• Geology
• Wildlife
• Cultural Heritage
• Land Management
• Natural Resources
• Recreation

One stop
shop
A growing
collection of
resources in
one place for
all levels of
learning

MENDIP ROCKS! FESTIVAL

WALKERS ARE WELCOME

The Mendip Rocks! Festival is a
partnership between the AONB Unit,
Somerset Earth Science Centre and the
Mendip Society. The sixth annual festival
ran for six weeks from 17 September to
29 October. Events were well attended
and enjoyed widespread publicity in the
local media.

The AONB Unit has continued to support
Cheddar Walking. This year the group
has:

1,037 people attended 31 events.
New for 2016 was a three day “Earth
Science School” to celebrate The
Geological Society’s Earth Science Week
involving three days of geological field
trips.

1000
Over one thousand people
took part in the
Mendip Rocks! festival

• Developed additional walking routes
including linear walks on the Mendip
Way using public transport.
• Organised the 3 day Cheddar Walking
Festival over August Bank Holiday
weekend in partnership with Mendip
Ramblers. Nine walks were organised
over the weekend.
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OUR PARTNER’S PROJECTS
Delivering the AONB Management
Plan
MENDIP PONDS PROJECT

grasslands across the Mendip Hills.
These habitats are home to a huge
Reptile & Amphibian Group for Somerset
variety of wildlife including skylark,
announced the award of a Heritage
brown hare, orchids, bees and
Lottery Fund grant, supplemented by
butterflies.
donations from the Mendip Hills AONB
Partnership, Wessex Water and ARG-UK, So far they have surveyed over 1,000
to restore 14 great crested newt ponds
hectares of habitat across the Mendip
on the Mendip Hills. The project extends Hills, engaging with almost 190
over a year beginning in the Autumn of
landowners. They are working closely
2016. Standing water as a habitat is rare
with four local parishes, helping them
on Mendip due to the limestone geology.
to create, manage and celebrate their
All the ponds are artificial constructs up
own meadows. They have also led
to 200 years old, built from stone. After
and attended a wide variety of events,
silt clearance by volunteers a contractor
will repair the dilapidated stonework, thus enhanced access to existing
restoring them to their original condition
meadows for all to enjoy, facilitated
and being hugely beneficial for wildlife.
school visits and established a team
of hardworking volunteers to help with
Somerset Wildlife Trusts
the ongoing practical grassland
Magnificent Meadows
management work.
As part of the Save our Magnificent
Meadows Project, Somerset Wildlife
Trust is working with local
communities to help restore and
recreate wildflower meadows and

1000
Over one thousand
hectares of the Mendip
Hills surveyed via the
Magnificent Meadows
Project
c. Matt Sweeting
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PLANNING
Landscape Planning
A new Landscape Planning Officer, Cindy
Carter, took post on a part-time basis on 1
February 2017. The Landscape Planning
Officer continues to provide specialist advice
on AONB planning issues, assisting local
authorities, parish councils, community
groups and the NAAONB together with
working on specific planning related projects.
Planning Applications and Consultations
14 planning consultations were commented
on. These included proposals for agricultural
developments and housing.
Two recent appeal decisions are of interest.
An appeal relating to Land at Bleadon Hills
was dismissed and outline planning
permission refused for 79 dwelling and
associated infrastructure. The appeal
decision set out that ‘On the other side of the
planning balance, the proposal would harm
the character and appearance of the area and
would fail to conserve and enhance the
setting and thereby the natural beauty of the
AONB and would cause material harm to a
valued landscape’ and ‘the adverse impacts
of granting planning permission would
significantly and demonstrably outweigh the
benefits and the proposal would not comply
with the development plan, read as a whole.’
A further appeal relating to the erection of a
solar farm (4.9MW) landscaping and
associated infrastructure at Townsend Farm,
Axbridge, Somerset was dismissed. The
Inspector concluded that ‘Substantial weight
should be attached to the benefits associated
with the development. However in this
instance I conclude this would be clearly
outweighed by the harm to the character and
appearance of the surrounding area, in
particular to the harm caused to the
enjoyment of the views across the site from

the Mendip Hills to the north which are one of
the special qualities of the AONB.’
The Mendip Hills AONB and Quantock Hills
AONB Service submitted joint comments on
the Sedgemoor Proposed Submission Local
Plan January 2017 (Regulation 19
Consultation) as parts of both AONBs are
situated within Sedgemoor District Council.
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PLANNING
Planning Liaison
Neighbourhood Planning and Community
Liaison
The AONB Unit worked with the Chew Valley
Neighbourhood Plan Group on landscape
considerations including sensitivity of the land
to development, relative tranquillity and
documenting key viewpoints and views. The
Chew Valley Neighbourhood Plan was made
on 12 April 2017 and thus is now part of the
B&NES Development Plan.
The AONB Unit continues to support the
Cheddar Vision Group (working with Longleat
Estate, National Trust, Sedgemoor DC,
Cheddar Parish Council and Visit Somerset)
and a range of project work such as
proposals to underground some power lines
within Cheddar Gorge together with other
landscape improvements.
Working with other protected landscapes the
Landscape Planning Officer attended the
Joint S&SE and SW Planning Officers
meeting. There are also quarterly meetings
with other landscape planning officers within
the Quantock Hills AONB Service and
Blackdown Hills AONB.

Guidance and input for the Chew Valley
Neighbourhood Plan
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RAISING AWARENESS
Delivering the messages
Groups we attended:
• 14,000 (11,000 15-16) users
downloaded the 18 free walk guides
30,000 times. The Visiting the
Cheddar Vision Group
Mendip Hills walks page of the
Cheddar Walkers are Welcome
AONB Unit website remains the
most visited page.
West of England Rural Network
• 1300 (947 15-16) Facebook likes.
West of England Local Nature
• 1844 (1393 15-16) Twitter followers. Partnership
• The AONB monthly e-newsletter
has 471 (342 15-16) subscribers
received 44 e-newsletters.
• 11 (24 15-16) press releases on
AONB issues and events were
produced and circulated to the
media.
• 480 views of Youtube videos on the
Mendip Hills AONB channel.
• 10,000 visitor guides distributed.

North Somerset Council Tourism
Forum
National trust South West Outdoor
Festival

AONB Unit Income

AONB Unit Expenditure

Defra

144927

Staff costs

124707

Somerset County Council

17000

Host costs

18215

Bath and North East Somerset

8500

Office costs

9566

Mendip District Council

8017

Vehicle costs

2754

Sedgemoor District Council

8001

Partnership costs

14634

Sub total

186445

Volunteer costs

3037

Black Down Project HLF

33380

Young Ranger Scheme

1500

Mendip Rocks!

1042

Mendip Hills Fund

2775

Sub total

34422

Sub total

177188

Total

220867

Projects
Mendip Rocks!

2860

Visitor Guide

2640

Mendip Way

4563

Somerset Wildlife Trust
Meadows Project

2500

Mendip Ponds Project

1500

Draycott National Nature
Reserve Leaflet

1232

Sub Total

15295

Total

193715

Note: Due to staff changes experienced
this year spending on certain projects
was carried into 2017-18 financial year.
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BUDGET
Summary 2016 - 2017

Mendip Hills AONB Unit
Charterhouse Centre
Blagdon
Bristol BS40 7XR
01761 462338
mendip@mendiphillsaonb.org.uk
mendiphillsaonb.org.uk
Facebook: Mendip Hills
Twitter: @MendipHillsAONB
YouTube: Mendip Hills AONB

