
CONTACT DETAILS 

Tel: 01761 462338 

mendip@mendiphillsaonb.org.uk mendiphillsaonb.org.uk  

INFORMATION & WALK HIGHLIGHTS  

Burrington Ham, a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), is part of the largest area of common land in 

the AONB. As well as specialised limestone grassland and wild flowers, Burrington Ham features dra-

matic rocky outcrops with 360 degree views of Blagdon Lake, Black Down and the Bristol Channel. This 

is a moderate 3 ¾ mile (6 ¼ km) route along paths.  Several stiles and kissing gates and some moderate 

climbs and uneven ground. 

 

THE SPECIAL QUALITIES OF THE MENDIP HILLS AONB YOU’LL EXPERIENCE 

The start is a gentle route up through distinctive woodlands found on the north facing slopes, and 

when you enter Burrington Ham you’ll be walking over the rare limestone grasslands on the south 

facing slopes. The geology is clear for you to see, emerging from the slopes and grasslands, especially 

when you look down into the combe. As you walk back down into Blagdon you’ll see the rich farmland 

of the Chew Valley scooped out  with the two reservoirs of Blagdon and Chew, collecting water from 

the hills you’re on. 

BLAGDON & BURRINGTON HAM 

DIFFICULTY & TRAIL TYPE 

Walking | Moderate 

DISTANCE & OS MAP 

6km (3 ¾ miles)  

Explorer: 141 

Landranger: 182 

HOW TO GET THERE 

BY BIKE: Blagdon is 3 miles off the Sustrans National Cycle Route 3 

www.sustrans.org.uk  

BY BUS: Service 672 Bristol to Blagdon. 

BY CAR: The free car park is signposted from the A368 in the centre of Blagdon. 

FACILITIES 

• Free parking in Blagdon. Pubs, shop and café in Blagdon  

RESPECT - PROTECT - ENJOY 

Sections of this circular walk travel through wildlife friendly areas. Please be aware of 

this and know your Countryside Code: 

• Leave gates and property as you find them and keep to paths 

• Leave no trace of your visit and take your litter home 

• Keep dogs under effective control 

• Be considerate of locals and others enjoying the outdoors 

• Follow advice and local signs 



DIRECTIONS & INFORMATION 

Leave the car park through the small wooden gate in the upper left hand corner and follow the 

footpath bending to the right to Fanny’s shop and café. (1) Cross the road and head up Post Office 

Lane, past the red telephone box, a short way along the lane becomes a stone track. 

(2) At the rear of some houses turn left off the track, through a metal kissing gate, onto a public 

footpath, head uphill keeping the hedgerow on your right.  When you are level with a barn, cross 

a stile next to a metal gate and follow the path diagonally to the right.  Keep ahead, passing a stile 

on your left, and go though a gate beside a water trough in the far corner of the field.  Take the 

right hand path across the field, keeping the hedge on your right, follow the right path by the way 

marker before descending and entering woodland in the right hand corner.  

(3) Keep ahead following footpath signs through the woodland rising steeply to join a track 

between two cottages.   

(4) At a T-junction of tracks turn left and follow a stone track to 

a stile, continue ahead through a line of large beech trees   

(5) Cross the fields following a footpath, just before passing 

into the field with a house ahead turn right where the 

Limestone Link is waymarked. Go through a metal kissing gate,  

carry on straight ahead to follow a well trodden path to the 

rocky outcrop on Burrington Ham, keeping straight ahead at 

the point the paths join.  

(6).  To return to point (5) turn back and retrace your steps to 

the single standing tree and take the right fork climbing 

upwards to walk back along the top of the combe. Head back 

across the footpath crossroads, through the kissing gate, 

keeping  the hedge on your right then keeping the hedgerow 

on your right, follow the footpath by a small wood then cross 

another to go through a gate onto a lane. Follow the lane until 

it joins a road then cross over and turn right onto Rhodyate 

lane and head uphill. 

(7) Take the first footpath on the left (just before the entrance 
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to Rhodyate Hill farm) and head downhill with the hedgerow on your right to a kissing gate  

then straight ahead through another field.   

(8) Turn right through a kissing gate onto a narrow path between hedgerows then down steps 

between houses.  Joining a lane bear right and then head downhill along the lane. 

(9) Cross straight over the road to go through a small metal gate then turn left along the tarmac 

path.  Turn right through a metal kissing gate and follow the path downhill with the hedge on 

your left.  

(10) Go through the gate beside a pond, turn left and follow the tarmac path uphill. Go through a 

gate beside a pink house and continue to join the road, turn right and continue ahead to return to 

the car park. 


